
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 23, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 23rd  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 179 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, there are some things about me that I do not 
tolerate well, parts of my personality I consider depressive, 
qualities that I find humiliating.  Just having them in my 
awareness is difficult, and holding them in my awareness long 
enough to consider and explore them is beyond me.  Thinking 
something is depressive or humiliating is a judgment, one that I 
am prone to make quickly and repeatedly.  An issue for me is 
that I do not easily catch onto this judging.  I tend to think of 
judgments as facts and as truths, neither of which is accurate.  
In whatever way it was acquired, there is a harshness in me 
toward myself, a harshness which manifests in the rapid 
evaluation and negative labeling of my characteristics.  I label 
myself in such a way that makes it difficult to get to know 
myself accurately, sympathetically and compassionately.  I ask 
you for eyes that can notice this way I have of looking at and 
characterizing myself. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 18:9-13 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 286 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 175 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for October 30, 2016 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2: 1-4; Psalm 119:137-144; 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 

F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm. Pam Novelly is the leader.  The lesson is #2.  The hostess 
is Mary Jane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 18:9-14) 
 Last week we talked about praying as asking God’s help in our 
having a heart and mind that are pliable, supple, and open to being 
moved and changed with regard to something that concerns us. 
Rather than think God will cause something to happen to or change 
whatever we pray about, it would be more accurate to think that 
prayer will change us, the way we think, feel, see and/or act toward 
whatever is our concern. 
 Today’s text is a story about two people who go to the temple 
to pray. The first exalts [Greek: elevates] himself in his prayer; that 
is, he has in his mind the things about himself which are his 
strengths or successes, the things which bring him dignity. The 
second humbles himself in his prayer. The word translated into 
English as “humble/humbled” is a Greek word meaning “to 
depress,” or as a figure of speech “to humiliate,” from a root 
“depressed, i.e. humiliated.” That is, he has in his mind the things 
about his life which he finds depressing or humiliating. What is 
intriguing about this text is that this person then asks for “mercy,” 
a Greek word meaning “to conciliate.” Conciliate means “to 
overcome distrust or animosity; to regain friendship; to reconcile.” 
In other words, he wishes to change the way he relates to or looks 
at what he finds depressing or humiliating about himself. Referring 
to the ideas from last week, the second person asks for a heart and 
mind that are open to being moved and changed with regard to his 
being so critical and judgmental of himself, as evidenced by his 
thinking certain qualities about him are depressing or his being 
humiliated about them. There is a reality called “depression.” To 
think of our lives as “depressing,” or to get “depressed” over some 
characteristic we have, is not depression but rather is judgment. It 
is a judgment that does not seem judgmental because we think of 
it as a description. Notice that to label something as “depressing” 
does not ignite our curiosity or interest, but instead tends to shut 
our mind down—which is what judgment does. I am suggesting 
that the second person in the text asks God to help him notice 
when he is judgmental of himself, and as a consequence to be less 
so as a way to be different with himself, perhaps to begin to be 
more understanding and eventually to be able to appreciate what 

is normally judged. He is seeking a change in the way he looks at and 
relates to himself. 

This second person goes home justified, the first does not. 
Justified is an English translation of a Greek word meaning “to 
render, show or regard as just or innocent.” By sharing with God the 
things about himself which he finds depressing or humiliating, the 
second person gains greater knowledge of himself, and also creates 
the possibility of relating to himself with more understanding and 
with greater equity and fairness [with justice]. He begins to look 
differently at what he has seen as depressing and humiliating; he 
begins to see them as sources of valuable and important 
information. The first person, by sharing with God what he already 
knows are his strengths, learns nothing, and his relationship with 
himself does not change. 
 When we ask God to give us pliant and supple hearts and minds, 
what eventually will come to us will be those aspects of our life we 
find depressing or humiliating. To pray about them is to seek to be 
supple and pliable in regard to how we see them and approach 
them; as this occurs we find we are opened to considering and 
understanding them. We also learn about why we view them the 
way we do—we learn about our prejudices, blind spots, fears and 
how we are bound and shaped by these. Slowly we become able to 
use these heretofore unconsidered aspects of our life to help us 
navigate the situations we are facing and which concern us. We end 
up being justified…relating to ourselves with greater understanding 
and greater fairness. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-21-16, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 18:9-14] 
 


